
 

 

 
  

 

Uniting community members to transform our neighborhoods is at the heart of 
what we do. 
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Spreading Positivity 
 

Spreading gratitude, giving sincere praise, and letting others know that they are appreciated is 

always a great idea.  When volunteers are working for the community, can there ever be too 

many times when others let them know they are appreciated? 
 

With so many stresses in people’s daily lives, a “thank you”, especially when it is for small 

acts of kindness, can mean a lot.  And a BIG “thank you” to volunteers might just be the 

motivation for keeping those volunteers engaged. 
 

Recently, a west coast local news station went to a community event and asked community 

members to give a shout-out to someone they wanted to thank.  It was heartwarming to hear 

the comments.  People seemed eager to recognize the good influences in their lives and it was 

eye-opening to hear the small acts of kindness that were appreciated. 
 

With this in mind, one of our local communities is planning on setting aside a portion of their 

informational meeting to give everyone a chance to “Thank A Community Member”.  Here’s 

how this might be organized: The event can be advertised on community message boards, in 

the community newsletter, and/or via an email blast.  As part of this advertisement, a sample 

thank you card might be useful.  Then, at the meeting, cards could be read out and given to 

the recipient, if they are in attendance, or delivered to them if needed.   (See page 3 for a 

sample thank you card that you may customize for your own use.) 
 

Here are some of the ideas that have already been mentioned in one community: 

   Thank you to… 

 • The woman who walks by my house and says a friendly, “Hello.  How are you 

 doing?”  She makes our neighborhood feel friendly. 

 • The gentleman that picks up trash on his daily walk. 

 • The crossing guard at the intersection near the elementary school who is so kind to 

 the children. 

 • Our mail delivery person who knows everyone and will even bring packages to our 

 door if they won’t fit in the mailbox. 

 • The neighbor that checks on us if he sees something unusual, like a garage door 

 that’s open after dark. 
 

While we are thanking neighbors, how about some words of thanks for our volunteers, 

especially the people who quietly work behind the scene.  Here are a few examples: 

 • The people who set up and/or clean up for meetings and events. 

 • The technology people who make meetings run smoothly. 

 • The person who only speaks up occasionally, but always has helpful insights. 

 • The people who show that they care about others.  (That really is a special thing!) 
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What Do You Think? 

 

 

Cultivating Community 

Connections would like to 

know about the people in your 

community that are making a 

difference.  Tell us who they 

are and what they are doing.  

Email us at:  
CultivatingCommunityConn@gmailcom 

 

 

 

 

Our Leadership Team 

 
Carol Jenkins- founder 

Jeff Jenkins- co-founder 

In memory of Melissa Daston- 
Movers and Shakers past 
president 

Carol Relitz- web administrator 

 

 

Thank you for supporting CCC’s 
efforts to strengthen 
communities.   
 

 

   

 
District One News 

 
Haga clic aquí para la versión en español 

Friends, 
 
By State law, each County must amend its zoning ordinance by October 1st to allow for Accessory 
Dwelling Units (ADU) on all properties with single-family detached homes. ADUs can be converted 
basements, attics or garages, or new additions, or new smaller houses on the same lot. An ADU 
may be up to 75% of the size of the principal residence. Counties cannot require off-street parking 
unless they conduct a parking study and demonstrate a need. The Maryland Department of 
Planning has a FAQ page and links to other information on ADUs (including the report of the State 
ADU Policy Task Force).  
 
Prince George's County also created an ADU Task Force which met five times over the past year 
to discuss policies. CB-074-2026 is a bare bones bill that was Presented in July to serve as a 
starting point. Council members and staff are considering amendments to it that will be discussed 
at a Planning, Housing and Economic Development Committee meeting in September.  
 
The County Task Force placed a "Accessory Dwelling Units Task Force Questionnaire" on 
its website to gauge public opinion. So far, only about 85 people have responded with only one 
from Council District 1. I would really like to understand the view of my constituents.  
 
There are only 7 questions. For example:  
 

• Should ADUs be permitted for short-term rentals (such Airbnb and Vrbo)? So far, 
64% of respondents have said Yes. 

• Should the property owner be required to occupy either the principal residence or 
the ADU? So far, a majority of respondents have said Yes, but many people (38%) 
have said No, anyone should be allowed to live in either residence.  

• How many people should be allowed to live in an ADU at one time? 
 
A principal purpose of allowing ADUs is to provide more affordable housing options. The concerns 
raised by some homeowners are existing lack of parking, overcrowding, backyard flooding, etc. 
Please read up on ADUs and fill out the questionnaire so that I have a good sense of public 
sentiment.  

 

Thomas E. Dernoga 
councildistrict1@co.pg.md.us 

 

Feel free to share using this link!: https://conta.cc/4zzSTTQ 

 

Note from Cultivating Community Connections: 

Please see page 4 for a copy of Montgomery County’s process for 

approving ADU additions to existing properties. Is that a blueprint for 

Prince George’s County?  Let Prince George’s County know what 

you think. 

https://wpnbhyabb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001KElb1JJ325tAVG9GUeJcPtlMb64FL1czM44rgsDcmIRCjy9dPxrjbvevviph83U5wlPy8ycyqrHSKyT8lOC26mUznfh6PgQPy-9u3stbm332XE-8JXgbbMQnkhCqLQ7UkZT7-j3sA3ANchJjntmF5JLP4JDjCIAO-zNbAXSd529RJpzzu1U4x3xuwf3biSxau-Z6hiovssrIuAORbqJqxPz8OCOxeQbw2KouXEKbJDtMmqR3Td1gnqBBIOKVH-Qw5vzlmFICpuE=&c=S0LOxxcr2jmBPGGX_n1pyP0PckuRzbQIHRnMTNtX6hZA5JMnVd97FQ==&ch=ZoTCYMU_n_63z3fi2YwzUEDLfvmFw6Zt-bGsF3iL0Bx8JJS_5zXl1Q==
https://wpnbhyabb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001KElb1JJ325tAVG9GUeJcPtlMb64FL1czM44rgsDcmIRCjy9dPxrjbvevviph83U5OnT-LoSNMxkQWDJLavNqj20KwmhDr6FxPubnMlnxXJIaRyJMiUWrTNbjm4UM5LuMh3fM45tb1J3ixOtwSKmEhfd_nLx0QhiyyaxULHNv1KCy-w24EQA-wyXPDvAof7HpCJQxjsn-ZPOzWMfBFUEIaerzhoi6XE-VgYRxV5mKNoZeZ-Pzqvo3iSYOrqKCkP8x&c=S0LOxxcr2jmBPGGX_n1pyP0PckuRzbQIHRnMTNtX6hZA5JMnVd97FQ==&ch=ZoTCYMU_n_63z3fi2YwzUEDLfvmFw6Zt-bGsF3iL0Bx8JJS_5zXl1Q==
https://wpnbhyabb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001KElb1JJ325tAVG9GUeJcPtlMb64FL1czM44rgsDcmIRCjy9dPxrjbtPv8SwZ7N4iAd70rECHas79PL4DiQ2SqRg5OC8QC2ESnGlcKEqYBJ3S5uXf0RjtNzPpuqwJpIyHESZ69ta8lC0hFckebsy_DLp8tG7_K3EnYKHbit9KtO5ViAgdHvXuZ8NIlKwQfhfgAdSwxBT5caw=&c=S0LOxxcr2jmBPGGX_n1pyP0PckuRzbQIHRnMTNtX6hZA5JMnVd97FQ==&ch=ZoTCYMU_n_63z3fi2YwzUEDLfvmFw6Zt-bGsF3iL0Bx8JJS_5zXl1Q==
https://wpnbhyabb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001KElb1JJ325tAVG9GUeJcPtlMb64FL1czM44rgsDcmIRCjy9dPxrjbvevviph83U5Z6Epk5jO81fabWO6QgQLOd2jKf5SuXCfOOdwK7zpZQtbAjXcsnNsB1Yj7_ieSKABFAtc90tR3LbRxo5ajtG7A6j6kTfiZaeWoCvZA1fnLGQK2zAsIiXm1sVOwJwuysKDqjRWIFjiXoaC2yMUfrovnW1PhtxOQ9gwK-cGboMFyKvfrwIeJCih5-b2s-rgfwaS1fi40JKjQ5cbTJz7P6g5RJ7_UupxsTPAYTlxd85H5m_bQSaUAx0Wo2mIe3Hz7y5IIec9_lRd4TIb2MF5hC8Uig==&c=S0LOxxcr2jmBPGGX_n1pyP0PckuRzbQIHRnMTNtX6hZA5JMnVd97FQ==&ch=ZoTCYMU_n_63z3fi2YwzUEDLfvmFw6Zt-bGsF3iL0Bx8JJS_5zXl1Q==
https://wpnbhyabb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001KElb1JJ325tAVG9GUeJcPtlMb64FL1czM44rgsDcmIRCjy9dPxrjbvevviph83U5SVh-RCYpWknhN9sctGtqzOdj7YBNZFeTMp3feNOPnRmwS9XVhJ89HdBja6d5hDUfcUSMeiAQ6-9s6aAIlMHfWkM8GIBK1ELf9c3SfMDIkKDHKJTEuRoPfVcczu2Uju57ryT7BPAdT7qKqBvNmPb8LtwUb2Te00CLTwNBBLJCCJAiVxTY3TK0YkUntXpEJfvE&c=S0LOxxcr2jmBPGGX_n1pyP0PckuRzbQIHRnMTNtX6hZA5JMnVd97FQ==&ch=ZoTCYMU_n_63z3fi2YwzUEDLfvmFw6Zt-bGsF3iL0Bx8JJS_5zXl1Q==
mailto:councildistrict1@co.pg.md.us
https://wpnbhyabb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001KElb1JJ325tAVG9GUeJcPtlMb64FL1czM44rgsDcmIRCjy9dPxrjbrjefgKFzWWdEA4av4XkVYtIK6OVo7xiSREOBdcVUUNoeBYjaFURTyh4IRFJ2JRXB8DzzyWJvZlMNZcxaZP_sr-A8vlgIfYUGQ==&c=S0LOxxcr2jmBPGGX_n1pyP0PckuRzbQIHRnMTNtX6hZA5JMnVd97FQ==&ch=ZoTCYMU_n_63z3fi2YwzUEDLfvmFw6Zt-bGsF3iL0Bx8JJS_5zXl1Q==
https://wpnbhyabb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001KElb1JJ325tAVG9GUeJcPtlMb64FL1czM44rgsDcmIRCjy9dPxrjbqUu_AUsB8hWlKKpjdijub8wKJc5rGDm5BTRXIWaQZJLFnT4ay8PehtZKTHj21LUMvIMDKjXLoAmqcx-eECfOkD6EL8iANC2grYRSgWK0Sahit2gfPzZK_DmOc7cvoqyNA==&c=S0LOxxcr2jmBPGGX_n1pyP0PckuRzbQIHRnMTNtX6hZA5JMnVd97FQ==&ch=ZoTCYMU_n_63z3fi2YwzUEDLfvmFw6Zt-bGsF3iL0Bx8JJS_5zXl1Q==
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Thank you! 

 

Front of card 

 

Name of organization 

here: 

 

 

Useful Resource on CCC’s Web Site 

https://ccc-cultivatingcommunityconnections.net 

 
A big “Thank you!” to our web master, Carol Relitz,  

for all of her work on the CCC web site!! 

 

Thank you to all of the volunteers  

who work so hard to serve their communities! 

 

A special thank you goes out to the members of  

Cultivating Community Connections and Movers and 

Shakers.   

You are making a difference every day.  

 Thank you for all of your efforts and your support! 

 

 

You make our 

community a great 

place to live.  Thank 

you for…… 

Back of card 

 

Inside of card 
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